Parks and mujurpose trail plans

In Delaware County, Ohio

DRAFT, August 1, 2011



DRAFT, August 1, 2011

The following plan recognizes the unique nature of Delaware County. In addition to its many features inCIUdin%nvironment
lakes, state parks, historic areas, golf courses and@daseribo, Delaware County has a large number of local

Healthy Communltles plan states that #fAvarious state
éa refa.ce health or health care have programs and policies that impact health

p nd have the potential to help

What does a healthy community look like? Recently, Delawgfe &8l goals, the first one is to improve physical activity options

was ranked as the healthiest community in Ohio. In many mgagWESortunities. It will take many agencies, private groups, and

the county ranked near the top of the list. Unfortunately, thejone @ea, i Juals to see t hat goal a«

where our county did not do so well was in the physical (or built)
Economic development is a key driver in our communities today. Wit

the challenges that face all local and state government, it is more

jurisdictions, each with its own plan and visiongtphhRigss dociymgmtt §eebhncle? nh chni%é@rtﬁ%h%#évér%Q@dﬁlaﬁs‘hkﬁ%&eﬁtMi‘éﬁi’)’&%tiﬁe\ﬂ/%;sﬁratg‘ﬂ

and plans while striving for a cohesive and consistent system for the enjoyment of all.
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reassured that the only factors that were measured were acggss {Page economic development. Parks, trails, and sidewalks migh
healthy food and the presence of air pollution. This begs the;gasiiRB amenities, and for many years they have been treated as ¢

Ahow would we do if recr eatyyibeal IR THePneed bb&sBel 8s¥ore thdh that Srid Sofmd
taken into consideration?o0 pqgressisbeingmade on a national level. Ray LaHood, director of

De artment f Trans ortation,r cently pledged to put pedestrian ant
Webve all heard the obesityp 0 gp c? yppg plP you

bike fac,lltres on the same IeveI of |mportance as roads. How that
the data, it is true that a community that lacks adequate recreationa

actyally manifests itself in policy (and funding allocation) remains to
facilities is likely to create fewer residents who...well, recreate %%%i policy ( 4 )

should get 60 minutes of physical activity every day and adutfts s%ould

get 150 minutes each week! In the meantime, we can continue to advocate the numerous entities

involved in multiple projects across the county. Delaware, Powell,
| recently attended an event called Healthy Communities thr ugh Pie pro) Y-

Dublin and Westerville all have active bike/pedestrian facility plans.
Active Transportation sponsored by the Department of Transportatr P P

The townshr s of Orange, Liberty, and Genoa also have a number o
the Department of Health, and the Department of Natural Resources P g y

. . . facilities built or on the drawing board. Many other communities have
Those attending represented a brsectiom&®m recreation, d y

mall garks and walking trails.
transportation and government that have not naturally congregate in

the past. The collaboration for this event was an important ifgie&Qlowing plan is a guide for local governments to use in their

that all these disciplines intend to work together toward imprio¥ing $1§nning and is intended to be a resource for local citizens as

built environment for the health of our communities. wel |l . ltos focus is primarily

qus are offered across the county.
It comes as no surprise then that the recent obesity preventron

created by the Ohio Department of Health echoes this message. The WMM

Executive Director,
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Parks and Open Space

The importance of open space and recreation has long lb-ggiﬂbanks Metro Park, part of the Franklin County Methéing trails that total eleven miles, an observation d

recognized. In the 1850s the City Beautiful

advocated public parks as retreats from the congestion%?ﬁd and U.S. 23. Access to the main entrance was Wfegfess country ski trail (used as a pet trail during the wa

i fe gasieNig %p07Yw(pern i}i‘@ £ntragRce was, n%toYed tg Q”P"kmﬁrfhi)'g@% a}rea has been designated a National N4

overcrowding of city

acknowledges the importance of open space and recreatiGméan Meadows Drive. A new access was added in 20

both the zoning and subdivision enabling legislation.

519.02 states that the trustees may regulate by [zomrimghnce is limited to certain times for automobile access
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or regional planning commission shall adopt general rulés

[ subdi vision regul ati ons]
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t he
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and villages also have their own authority to plan ng1

implement parks and greenways systems.

Highbanks Metro Park

Frederick Law Olmstead, Sr.) is the best known Amer

example. Many desirable communities in America ha
significant park and recreation system as one of their buif!

blocks. The economic benefits of open space cannoj ||

understated. Undeveloped land demands fewer comm
services and requires less infrastructure than subtylearn

There is
chil

farms and other types of open lands generate mor

devel opment
their

an

send dren to scl

property taxes than the services they demand. And give

evidence that singieami | y housing r al
through additional property tax revenues, open sf
becomes an i mportant part

outlook. (Source: The Economic Benefits of Parks and (
Trust for Public Land, 1999)

Convenient access to parks improves the quality of lifg
residents. Numerous studies have shown the benefit

green space and active parks. The Ohio Revised

Highbanks Metro Park
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Powell Road  (State Route 750)
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Coyote Run Trail - 3.5 miles
Dripping Rock Trail = 2.5 miles
—

Qak Coves Path - 0.4 miles
Overlook Trail - 2.3 miles
—

Scenic River Trall = 0.6 miles
—

Wetland Spur Trail = 0.4 miles.

Connecter Trail

Edward F. Hutching
Nature Preserve
Natural play area Play equipment

B casement Picnic shelters
B water ¥ Road dosed
Sledding Hill () Observation decks
B restrooms

y ar d sis a pedestriantergrancealuridg regulan gank hoarg. e n

into the valley of the stat% scenic Olentanrgy RivFr_ It offe
open 'spaces orerecreation

OR€ Highmeadows Village Drive/Powell Road signal. T|

on. 6 ORC 711 states that
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The park boasts passive open space, two large picnic
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with partiallyenclosed shelters and grills. There are seven

Landmark. Additionally one wetland and view shelter K
been set aside within the park.

www.metroparks.net/MapHighbanks.aspx

Alum Creek State Park

bek,
MovemBdrks District, is located at the southwest corner of Po¥ighiing and canoeing on the river, a sledding hill and 3.5 miles
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Orange Township on Africa and Lewis Center Roads.

an earthen levy and concrete flood control dam built by
U.S. ArmymCI:og)s of Engineers from 1930The dam is 93

econo

feet high and 10,500 feet long between the levies.

Recreational opportunities include -galivice campsites,

the

cabin rentals, a dog park, hiking trails, picnic areas, 14 miles of

mountain bike trails, 38 miles of bridle trails, hunting facilities,

and volleyball. Water recreation includes boat ramps, areas of

map above.)

h Ehe fargestt park &weatis located in the northeast cornginffnited horsepower, and a 3;888 swimming beach. (See

. .dnr.state.oh.us/Portals/2/parkmaps/alumcreekparkmap.pdf
The lake was created by impoundment of Alum Creek bew P P P P-P




