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PREFACE

EARLY HISTORY OF LIBERTY TOWNSHIP

See the Map of Historic Sites in Appendix A

1801- First Delaware County settlement built on what is now Marycrest Farm (east bank of the river
on Chapman Road just south of Winter Road).

1802- Second Delaware County settlement built approximately a mile south of the first settlement
(east bank of the river on Taggart Road). It was called the Cellar settlement.

1802- A Native American settlement south of the Cellar settlement was abandoned.

1802- One of three founders of the Cellar settlement crossed to the west side of the Olentangy River
and built a log cabin on the southwest corner of Route 315 and Home Road, on what is now
Emerald Farms (across from the present site of the Liberty Presbyterian Church). This was also
the site of the post office of Unison (1849-1860) and a blacksmith shop for the valley.

1804- Third Delaware County settlement built on the river near the Carpenter settlement.

1804- The first mill in Delaware County was built on the river near the Carpenter settlement.

1810- The first church organized in Delaware County, Liberty Presbyterian Church on Route 315 and
Home Road.

1827- The first school in Liberty Township was built northwest of Liberty Presbyterian Church.

1913- Great Flood. The only bridge left standing over the Olentangy River was the Orange Road iron
truss bridge.

Recent History

1900- Federal Census lists Liberty Township population as 1,379

1950- Federal Census lists Liberty Township population as 1,687

1980- Federal Census lists Liberty Township population as 2,938

1990- Federal Census lists Liberty Township population as 3,790

2000- Federal Census lists Liberty Township population as 9,182

11/2005- DCRPC estimates Liberty Township population as 12,372
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CHAPTER 2

DEVELOPMENT FACTORS AND SITUATION ANALYSIS

2.1 Recent History

For most of the period 1995-2004 Liberty was the third-fastest growing Township in Delaware County.
Upscale single family residential continued to be the most active real estate market, but a wave of
commercial services followed, mostly located along the Sawmill Parkway. Two grocery-anchored
shopping centers and two strip malls were built along the Sawmill Parkway. The Parkway, planned
since the 1980's, was constructed from the Franklin County line to Powell Road by 1997. By 2004 it
was extended north to Home Road, built at developer’s expense in return for higher density residential
and commercial zonings.

With the development of Golf Village, a 1,000 acre golf course community extending from Seldom
Seen to Home Road, Liberty Township had its largest development of single and multi-family housing
(approximately 1,500 units). Then, in a bond payoff arrangement, Golf Village annexed into Powell,
leaving the territory in the Township but subject to Powell’s planning, zoning and political jurisdiction.
The annexation was a shock to officials who believed that the joint Northwest Area Plan between
Liberty and Powell would avoid such annexation disputes. The incident created a sense of urgency in
evaluating all of the development factors for the balance of the Township. As a result, the Township
and the City of Powell signed a Cooperative Economic Development Agreement that would limit the
City’s annexation north of Home Road subject to certain conditions.

2.2 Population and Development

According to the US Census Bureau, Delaware County’s population grew from 109,989 in April of
2000 to 132,797 in July of 2003 (an increase of 20.73%) making it the 16th fastest growing county in
the USA. Delaware County’s annual population growth rate was 6.28% per year using the federal
census estimates for the years July of 2000 to July of 2003.

Liberty Township’s population (US Census Bureau estimates) grew at the rate of 6.07% per year for the
same time period of July, 2000-July, 2003. This is rapid growth, but the actual population numbers are
even higher than estimated by the federal census bureau, as evidenced by the number of building permits
issued.

Table 2.1 Liberty Township New Residential Building Permits 1995-2004

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

164 202 231 262 322 276 198 238 175 179
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Table 2.2- Building Permit Trends in Delaware County (1980 through 2004)

The Delaware County Regional Planning Commission multiplies new building permits times the
population index of housing types to estimate annual population growth (housing unit method). Table
2.3 shows the population projections calculated by the DCRPC for all communities in Delaware
County. These projections are considered more current than the U.S. Census because DCRPC has more
current building permit data. The projections beyond 2004 are speculative and may change drastically
based upon major developments. The maximum build-out population is a true depiction of what the
build-out population would be for each community as they are currently planned and zoned. No date
for such maximum build-out is projected.

Table 2.3 Township Population Projections (by DCRPC Housing Unit Method).
2000 US

CENSUS
2003 2004 2005 2010* 2015* 2020* Maximum

Build-out**
Berkshire 1,946 2,062 2,104 2,167 2,311 2,454 2,600 17,749
Berlin 3,313 4,666 4,954 5,233 6,294 7,350 8,434 24,000
Brown 1,290 1,396 1,417 1,437 1,514 1,591 1,671 17,645
Concord 4,088 6,647 7,541 8,186 10,741 13,283 15,890 26,000
Delaware 1,559 1,235 1,329 1,386 1.673 1,959 2,252 15,014
Genoa 11,293 17,589 19,159 20,561 25,295 28,454 28,454 28,454
Harlem 3,762 3,887 3,960 4,051 4,302 4,551 4,808 22,827
Kingston 1,603 1,922 1,998 2,50 2,540 3,29 3,530 26,994
Liberty 9,182 11,396 11,852 12,372 14,312 16,241 18,221 29,399
Marlboro 227 263 269 270 317 364 412 5,499
Orange 12,464 17,154 18,787 20,546 25,157 29,744 34,450 35,000
Oxford 854 933 950 970 1,023 1,077 1,132 13,603
Porter 1,696 1,771 1,808 1,836 1,982 2,126 2,274 25,000
Radnor 1,335 1,410 1,444 1,474 1,644 1,814 1,988 20,404
Scioto 2,122 2,243 2,284 2,322 2,468 2,614 2,764 19,360

Thompson 558 606 616 622 710 798 888 13,771
Trenton 2,137 2,202 2,224 2,250 2,323 2,396 2,471 11,684
Troy 2,021 2,721 2,733 2,752 2,798 2,844 2,891 13,737
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Table 2.4 Municipal Population Projections
Delaware 25,243 28,056 29,058 29,832 32,495 35,145 37,866 109,926
Galena 305 305 323 376 385 395 405 N/A
Sunbury 2,630 3,125 3,204 3,230 3,720 4,207 4,707 11,131
Shawnee
Hills

419 484 521 570 617 664 712 2,140

Powell 6,247 7,603 8,755 9,841 11,461 11,754 11,754 11,754
Ashley 1,216 1,275 1,274 1,271 1,272 1,274 1,276 N/A
Ostrander 405 400 401 401 412 423 434 N/A
Dublin 4,283 4,255 4,243 4,230 4,226 4,223 4,220 N/A
Westerville 5,900 7,401 7,416 7,462 7,846 8,228 8,621 N/A
Columbus 1,891 3,662 4,177 4,594 5,651 6,701 7,779 N/A
TOTAL
Townships &
Municipal

109,989 432,826

*Based on historical trends, these estimates are subject to localized increases/decreases.
** Source: 2004 Delaware County Sewer Master Plan Preliminary Report.

2.3 Other Demographic Profiles
The 2000 U.S. Census shows certain other profiles of Liberty Township’s population. The picture is a
very affluent, well educated, mostly white population, two-thirds of whom are 18 or older. Less than
one percent is unemployed. Less than one percent is below the poverty level.

Table 2.5 US Census Demographic Profile, Liberty Township

2000 US Census Population Category 2000 Liberty Township Population

Total Township population 9,182 persons

Hispanic population 77 persons

White population 8,680 persons

Black population 122 persons

Native American population 3 persons

Asian population 267 persons

Other/mixed population 93 persons

Over 18 population 6,631 persons

Under 18 population 2,551 persons

Male population 4,602 persons

Female population 4,580 persons

Median age 37.2 years

Family households 77.7 percent

Non family households 22.3 percent

Average household size 2.7 persons

Average family size 3.09



Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan adopted by Liberty Township Trustees 3/20/06 13

Table 2.6 US Census 2000 Liberty Township Socio-Economic Profile

US Census 2000 Category Liberty Township All Delaware
Co Townships

All
Delaware
Co. Cities
and Villages

All
Delaware
County

Education : Percent H.S. grad or higher 96.3 % 93.9 % 91.5 % 92.9%

Education: Percent Bachelor’s degree or
higher

58.6 % 42.4 % 39.3 % 41 %

# Civilian labor force employed 4,989 33,635 24,945 58,580

% Civilian labor force employed 72.2 % 73.7 % 68.5 % 71.4%

# Civilian labor force unemployed 27 539 1,754 2,293

% Civilian labor force unemployed .4 % 1.2 % 4.8 % 2.8 %

Median Household income $ 89,787 N/A N/A $ 67,258

Median family income $103,903 N/A N/A $ 76,453

Per capita income $46,654 N/A N/A $ 31,600

Number of families below poverty level 27 444 439 883

Percent of families below poverty level 1 % 2.5 % 3.3 % 2.9 %

Individuals below poverty level 181 1,846 2,272 4,118

% Individuals below poverty level 2 % 3.8 % 3.9 % 3.8 %

2.4 Zoning and Development Patterns
Liberty Township’s development patterns can be seen on the Delaware County Regional Planning
Commission Development Pattern Map, which portrays rezoned lands in green, preliminary
subdivisions in yellow and recorded subdivisions in pink. This map reflects conditions existing as of
Spring, 2005.
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Prepared By Delaware County Regional Planning Commission, www.dcrpc.org (740-833-2260)
Original GIS Data Provided by the Delaware County Auditor's DALIS Project
(Township Boundaries, Hydrology and Road Centerlines, Floodplain)
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Prepared By Delaware County Regional Planning Commission, www.dcrpc.org (740-833-2260)
Original GIS Data Provided by the Delaware County Auditor's DALIS Project
(Township Boundaries, Hydrology and Road Centerlines, Floodplain)
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2.5 Existing Land Use
Liberty Township’s existing land use is displayed and analyzed by type according to the County
Auditor’s Geographic Information System and tax code.

Table 2.7 Liberty Township Existing Land Use 10/2004

LAND USE ACREAGE PERCENTAGE

Single Family 5493.58 30.33%

Multi-Family 133.47 0.74%

Commercial 467.79 2.58%

Industrial 59.26 0.33%

Institution 1005.69 5.55%

Agricultural 5316.06 29.35%

Residential Vacant Land 2709.65 14.96%

Other Uses Vacant Land 418.56 2.31%

Parks 727.86 4.02%

Golf Course 470.36 2.60%

ROW 968.72 5.35%

River 339.30 1.87%

Total 18110.29 100.00%

Table 2.8 City of Powell Existing Land Use (within Liberty Twp) 10/2004

LAND USE ACREAGE PERCENTAGE

Single Family 1204.90 38.74%

Multi-family 105.22 3.38%

Commercial 183.65 5.90%

Industrial 17.17 0.55%

Institution 128.41 4.13%

Agricultural 135.15 4.35%

Residential Vacant Land 611.32 19.65%

Other Uses Vacant Land 108.66 3.49%

Golf Course 207.92 6.69%

Parks 0.03 0.00%

ROW 405.26 13.03%

River 2.58 0.08%

Total 3110.27 100.00%

Table 2.9 City of Delaware Existing Land Use (within Liberty Twp) 10/2004

TYPE ACREAGE PERCENTAGE

Single Family 23.46 5.35%

Commercial 33.35 7.60%

Institution 15.45 3.52%

Agricultural 164.93 37.59%

Residential Vacant Land 138.59 31.59%

Golf Course 45.31 10.33%

ROW 17.70 4.03%

Total 438.79 100.00%
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Liberty Township is divided into two major drainage basins: the Olentangy River and the
Scioto River. Numerous small tributaries flow through wooded ravines, which contribute to the
beauty of the two river valleys.

Both valleys are bordered by relatively steep bluffs, some exhibiting rock outcroppings, up to
an elevation of approximately 900 feet above sea level. The center of the Township is a
relatively flat plateau that has been cultivated throughout. Although soils are generally suitable
for agriculture, bedrock is close to the surface in some areas, and impermeable soils in the
northwest part of the Township complicate drainage and cause extensive ponding after
rainstorms.

Forests have generally been sacrificed to agriculture in the past. Most forests are now located
on steep slopes, wet soils or along waterways. They are important to provide wildlife habitat,
control erosion, improve water and air quality, conserve energy and provide a visual amenity.

2.61 Topography
Liberty Township has many ravines that are prized for their beauty, their natural drainage, for
filtering surface water through existing forests or natural grasses, and for wildlife corridors.
Since most development occurs on slopes of less than 20%, slopes above 20% are reasonable to
consider for preservation. In Liberty Township, slopes over 20% are typically found in ravines
running to creeks and rivers, and their preservation is important to preserve clean surface water,
to retain the natural landscape, prevent erosion and sedimentation, and retain rural character.
Refer to the topography and digital elevation map.

2.62 Floodplains
Liberty Township has floodplains along the Olentangy and Scioto Rivers and tributary streams.
Floodplains provide flood storage and flood water conveyance and reduction of flood
velocities, peak flows and sedimentation. Floodplains also moderate stream temperature
fluctuations, provide groundwater recharge, and provide breeding and feeding grounds for fish
and wildlife.

For all these reasons floodplains are (partially) protected by the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP). Delaware County is a member, which makes low cost flood insurance
available in Liberty Township. In order to maintain eligibility, floodways cannot be filled or
blocked. The floodway fringe can be filled, although nationwide experience suggests this
should not be allowed. In order to fully protect the 100-year floodway fringe, Liberty Township
would have to adopt floodplain zoning. Refer to the floodplain map.

2.63 Wetlands
Liberty Township has pockets of wetland soils. Some of these may be jurisdictional wetlands,
which are regulated by the Clean Water Act of 1972. Wetlands are generally defined as soils
that support a predominance of wetland vegetation, or are under water at least two weeks per
year. A more specific wetland definition is provided by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
Wetlands Delineation Manual Technical Report Y-87-1.



Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan adopted by Liberty Township Trustees 3/20/06 19

Wetlands provide many of the same functions as floodplains. They are natural storm water
detention systems that trap, filter and break down surface runoff. In Liberty Township some
former wetlands are now agriculturally-drained (tiled) fields or low-lying areas by existing
ponds and waterways.

DCRPC staff created a G.I.S. vector coverage layer based on the National Wetlands Inventory
conducted and supplied by the Ohio Department of Interior. The map indicates general
locations of potential jurisdictional wetlands. Refer to the wetlands map.

2.64 Soils
Liberty Township contains heavy clay soils that are slowly permeable and often contain high
ground water. Many of these wet clay soils also present problems for full-depth basement
foundations due to high ground water problems. In areas of the Township not served by
sanitary sewer, soil suitability for on-site sewage disposal systems is critical. The dominant
soils in Liberty Township include Blount (Bo), Glynwood (Gw), Pewamo (Pw), Lybrand (Ly)
and Scioto (Sc). These soils are not ideally suited for on-site traditional septic and leach
systems. Pewamo soils are not permitted to be used for most soil-based on-site sewage disposal
systems. Mounds (above ground sewage disposal systems) may be allowed if approved by the
Delaware General Health District. Refer to the soil suitability map.


